DAUGHTERS    OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

he had been of less distinguished birth, might have
become an eminent Professor, possibly unmarried, in
some German Academy of learning. As a young
student at the Universities of Bonn and Brussels he
was a good rider and he fenced well, but he regarded
all forms of sport and physical exercise as merely the
needful refreshment for a mind weary of study, and
he could not understand how people like his father
would spend whole days hunting or shooting : a
brisk walk with a like-minded friend, beguiled by
a discussion on German modes of thought, was
sufficient relaxation for so serious a youth. He looked
on social functions, such as balls and evening parties
with their senseless chatter, as a great waste of
time, and when obliged to go to one, far preferred
a conversation with a savant in a corner to dancing.
In spite of these traits and tastes there was no touch
of the prig about him, for his preferences were
wholly sincere and devoid of all consciousness of
superiority. He had been a very pretty boy, and was
growing into an extremely handsome young man*

Very different were the conditions of life in the
Royal Household at Kensington Palace in which
Princess Victoria of Kent was being brought up. It
consisted, as regards her earliest impressions, of five
persons. First, there was her widowed mother, the
Duchess of Kent, whose husband had died when the
Princess was a baby of eight months old. By a
previous marriage to Prince Charles of Leiningen she
had another daughter, Feodorc, nine years older than
her half-sister Victoria> and Feodore was the second